
 
 

  

 

  

 
 

 
 

Welcome to the April 2018 newsletter of our 
water sports and recreation club. This 
publication is issued when we have content, 
but approximately every two months.       

The content is, as always, dependent on 
contributions from you, the members. We 
welcome all submissions. 

Officers:      Commodore       Will Yount 
  Vice Commodore      Richard Sharpe 
  Rear Commodore      Norbert Hirsch 
  Port Captain       Mike Holbert 
  Fleet Captain       Jimmy McWaters 
  Multi Hull Fleet Captain     Bob Martinez 
  Communications Officer     Guy Skinner 
  Sergeant at Arms      Mike Adams 
  Secretary       Paula Sharpe 
Content: 

Commodore’s Corner 
      …………………………..……..……………...........................................William Yount 

VSC Opening Day at Smugglers’ 
  ……………………………………………………………….…….…….. .William Yount 

Shakin’ 
………………………………………………………………….……….... Mother Earth 

Trouble in Paradise 
           …………………………………………………………………………………………..…… ………….……….…....Guy Skinner 

VSC Racing Calendar 
                   ……………………………………….……..……………… .…..…The Race Committee  
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by William Yount 
 

AKA - Happenings from the March / April Meetings 
 
Current VSC Vital Statistics 
*As reported by the Commodore 
 

➢ Paid members of SCYA, US Sailing Association and ASBCYC w/ Regatta Ins. 
➢ Paid members for ’18 –  45 

 
➢ Keep sending in those dues for this year, send your $60 check in the mail to: 

o Ventura Sailing Club 
o 4500 Antigua Way 
o Oxnard, Ca. 93035 

 
➢ February/April; deposited $320.00: 3 memberships (1 Charter) and 1 burgee 
➢ Paid out this period: $125 ASBCYC membership and $228.96 for racing mark 

maintenance; $400.00 SCYA membership 2018 
➢ Current Bank Account: $3,866.03 w/ outstanding debt for 2018: SCYA membership, 

ASBCYC membership and regatta insurance 
 
And Other Official Business…. 

 
➢ Hats and Burgees, on sale now at VSC meetings for only $20! 
➢ Business Cards – Pass them out to anyone interested in the best Sailing Club Ever 
➢ Website Updates – Rear Commodore Norbert Hirsch is on it, check out the Website! 

https://venturasailingclub.org/ 
➢ Splash – Well you must be reading it now… Thanks Paula! 
 

Recent/Upcoming Events Reported by Guest Speakers 
*Big thanks to these fearless souls who come up to the microphone and entertain the crowd! 
 

➢ The Smugglers Bash 2018 epic event in great conditions – see full report this issue of 
Splash! 
 

 
➢ Thanks again to everyone who comes out for the monthly meetings, and especially to 

Mike Holbert and the staff of the most excellent club house ever, the Victoria Pub and 
Grill! 

 

 

 

 



 

   by William Yount

 

 

Beautiful weather prevailed for this year’s 
Smuggler’s Bash, Ventura Sailing Club’s 
iconic celebration/cruise/race/opening days 
event. Four boats attended this year’s 
event; the Mudshark (Commodore’s RIB 
and Committee boat), Bodhisattva (Mike 
and Wendy Young), SpitDog (Chuck 
Manley), and Camelot (Mike Adams and 
crew). Of note, each of this year’s 
participants was carrying surfboards, no 
coincidence since south swell was hitting 
the island this weekend!  
 
SpitDog was the last participant to arrive at 
Santa Cruz Island on Saturday afternoon, 
so luckily Chuck called in for the committee 
boat and discovered that the VSC fleet was 

actually anchored in Yellow Banks 
anchorage checking the surf and preparing 
to paddle out. A pleasant evening surf 
ensued, followed by the Captain’s meeting 
graciously hosted by Bodhisattva. Thank 
you, Wendy, for the great Taquitos and 
Mike for the tasty Mescal to wash it down! 
So, the rules were eventually gone over 
and places in the line-up chosen by 
random drawing as has become the 
tradition for the race, and the Commodore 
can happily report that no arguments or 
unnecessary violence occurred, and all 
results/rules were accepted and agreed 
upon.  
 



As Sunday morning dawned it was 
immediately apparent that the south swell 
had increased, and it would be necessary 
to paddle out for some more fun surf to 
start the day. Although this was good news 
and welcomed by all participants, it did 
however cause some disruption in the 
plans to race back. The first to mutiny was 
Mike Young – he 
refused to leave the 
water in order to 
prepare Bodhisattva for 
the sail back in time to 
start the race. Next was 
SpitDog, Chuck felt that 
there was not going to 
be enough wind for him 
to get home early 
enough to complete all 
his neglected 
housework (and he 
turned out to be 
correct), so he pulled 
anchor and motored out 
alone at around 11:00.  
The last contestant still 

in contention to win the race 
was Mike Adams on Camelot. 
He was given the option to 
follow the race instructions, 
finish the course, and claim 
this year’s coveted Smuggler’s 
bash victory. But it was not to 
be, Mike and crew decided to 
take a hike on the island, 
leave later, and then found 
very little wind to sail back and 
so chose the iron spinnaker as 
their propulsion to make it 
back to the harbor.  
 
So, the question must be 
answered, did everybody win 
or did nobody win? Maybe this 
is best left for future historians 

to determine, however I can report that all 
participants had a good time in a world 
class beautiful location. Not sure if any 
regrets will linger over the unclaimed prize 
of Smuggler’s Bash champion of 2018 – 
only time will tell on that count, but there 
will always be next year! 



April 5, 2018 – the day most of us felt a little bit of the earth moving under us as the 

magnitude 5.3 earthquake shook the Southern California coastline.  The epicenter was 17 

miles southwest of Santa Cruz.  Your commodore was playing hooky out a Santa Cruz that 

day.  This is what he saw!  That’s dust you’re looking at, from several landslides. If you look 

closely, you can see the kelp in the water.  Will was in VERY shallow water! 

From the Los Angeles Times………. 

“The quake did cause some minor landslides and earth movement on Santa Cruz Island, 
which was close to the epicenter, and rattled a bald eagle whose livestreamed reaction to the 
temblor went viral. “ 

"A 5.3 could be damaging if it was right under our feet," said John Vidale, director of the 
Southern California Earthquake Center at USC. "It's right on the edge of being an earthquake 
that could be dangerous. It's a reminder that we need to be ready in the future." 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-earthquake-bald-eagle-20180405-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-earthquake-bald-eagle-20180405-story.html


       Hawaii’s Disaster Through the Eyes of Guy Skinner

This year has been especially wet, and we 
have been very busy with a remodel. 
The rain has already broken records and 
caused lots of damage to homes, hillsides 
and infrastructure. The North Shore of 
Kauai was declared a national disaster 
area by the Governor of Hawaii last 
Sunday. 
 
Our home there was one of the few 
locations in Haena that was only slightly 
impacted. Everywhere around us has 
turned into a lake with tremendous 
flooding. The only road in and out is badly 
damaged with landslides and portions of it 
have fallen away. 
 
The Air National Guard were the first to 
show up with food and water. They 
established a Heliport right across the road 
from our condo. The Red Cross and FEMA 
are now here as well.  
 
The electricity is, for the most part, still on 
and the water is flowing through the pipes 
after having none for three days. Kathy and 
I, after staying to do whatever we could to 
help with dispensing supplies to the 
community, that was staged in our parking 
lot, decided to take the advice of the 

National Guard and were airlifted to 
Princevill. 
 
Kathy flew home yesterday and I’m due to 
do the same in a week or so.  I’ve arranged 
to take a rib back to the condo for a final 
check, weather permitting. It is a relatively 
quick ride across Hanalei Bay and around 
Waicoco’s and past Lumahae beach to 
Hanalei Colony Resort. 
 
The community support has been amazing! 
Everyone volunteering their time, boats 
and shelters for the homeless. What a 
mess, and it is still raining a lot! But, so far, 
our condo complex in Haena is in great 
shape and we have a local carpenter doing 
the final finish work on the cabinets. 
 
Kathy and I are fine but wondering when 
we will be able to return to our vacation 
home in paradise. The repairs to the road 
and community will most likely take months 
and maybe years. We are so lucky that our 
complex was built on high ground. 
This year, with all the weather and 
projects, we only had a few days of diving 
and surfing, but still had an amazing time. 
I’m so sorry that I will be missing this year’s 
popular Smuggler’s Bash, Guy & Kathy 

 

Here are a few scenes from a previously lovely area. 

                           

  



 

           

      

              

           



             

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Come join us and  
stretch out those brain cells. 
Prizes!

 

 

Have you had any especially memorable racing / 

cruising adventures lately?  Come to the Pub and 

tell us about it!  We’ve had some great stories 

lately and we all enjoy hearing what’s been going 

on and where our members and friends have been 

off to.  The meetings are pretty much an open mic 

night, so come and give us your story. 

Larry accepting the 2017 High Points 

Sharpe Endurance Trophy for Valero 

 

 

 

The Sharpe Family new boat – called “Miracle”.  

Richard bringing it home for the first time, along with a 

little help from his friends…. Mike Taylor and John 

Koesterer. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
VSC continues with the third year of the Multihull Ocean Series which is comprised of three 
races.  Stand by for further information. 
 

 Frenchy’s Rum Run     June 23 (VSC) 

 Milt Ingram Ocean Race     July 7 (PBYC) 

 Tri-Point Ocean Race     August 89 (PBYC) 

 



See the previous report for our opening day at “Smugglers’ Bash” on April 21-22 

 

 
 

 

 

Frenchy’s Rum Run  (PHRF) 

 

June 23, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prison Break 

 

September 8-9, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Turkey Classic Plastic 

 

November 24, 2018



 

 
 
 
 
 

……….And a big thanks to all our sponsors 
 

Victoria Pub and Grill 
Island Packers 

Ventura Harbor Boatyard 
Neptune Dive Service 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

VSC Newsletter contributions….. 

 
.  Please email to Paula@intelligentwt.com. 

 
 

 
 

Membership & Sponsorship 

 
…….and don’t forget to pass along the Membership and Sponsorship information to all your 
friends, family, acquaintances, business partners and anyone you pass on the street

mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Club Location: 

 
1413 S. Victoria Ave # F 
Ventura, CA  93003 
805-650-0060 

 
www.venturasailingclub.com 

Meetings: 

 
Second Tuesday of every month 
6:30 PM…or approximately thereafter…or 
sometime after everyone finishes dinner 

 
Gatherings: 

 
Fourth Tuesday of every month… 
somewhere near 6:30 PM 

Newsletter Sponsorships: 

Business card sized advertisements 
$20 for 3 months or $70 per year 

 

 

Submit Contributions to: 
Paula Sharpe ……… Paula@intelligentwt.com 

Deadline for contributions…The Ides of each month 

We need content from you, the members, along with suggestions you may have for articles. 

http://www.venturasailingclub.com/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com

