July, 2018

Welcome to the July 2018 newsletter of our
water sports and recreation club. This
publication is issued when we have content,
but approximately every two months.

The content is, as always, dependent on
contributions from you, the members. We
welcome all submissions.
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Communications Officer
Sergeant at Arms
Secretary
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by William Yount
AKA - Happenings from the May / July Meetings

Current VSC Vital Statistics
*As reported by the Commodore
➢ Paid members of SCYA, US Sailing Association and ASBCYC w/ Regatta Ins.
➢ Paid members for ’18 – 51
➢ Keep sending in those dues for this year, send your $60 check in the mail to:
Ventura Sailing Club
4500 Antigua Way
Oxnard, CA 93035
➢ June/July; deposited $300 for 3 memberships and one charter membership; $205 for FRR entries –
Total $505
➢ Paid out this month: $00
➢ Current Bank Account: $5,108.94 w/outstanding debt giveaways and $500 regatta insurance due in
November

And Other Official Business….
➢ Hats and Burgees, on sale now at VSC meetings for only $20!
➢ Business Cards – Pass them out to anyone interested in the best Sailing Club Ever
➢ Website Updates – Rear Commodore Norbert Hirsch is on it, check out the Website!
https://venturasailingclub.org/
➢ Splash – Well you must be reading it now… Thanks Paula!

Recent/Upcoming Events Reported by Guest Speakers
➢ *Big thanks to these fearless souls who come up to the microphone and entertain the crowd!
➢ The Frenchy’s Rum Run 2018 was thrilling success in great conditions – see full report this issue of
Splash!
➢ Next Event – The Prison Break September 8 - 9th – Mark your calendars!

➢ Thanks again to everyone who comes out for the monthly meetings, and
especially to Mike Holbert and the staff of the most excellent club house ever,
the Victoria Pub and Grill!

VSC continues with the third year of the Multihull Ocean Series which is comprised of three
races. One race is sponsored by VSC and the other two are sponsored by PBYC with a little
help from VSC. The VSC Frenchy’s Rum Run kicks it off, with the PBYC Milt Ingram race
right behind it. Your club had three safety boats on the water to make sure the multi-hulled
beach cats made it safely back to Ventura Harbor.
Frenchy’s Rum Run
Milt Ingram Ocean Race
Tri-Point Ocean Race

June 23 (VSC)
July 7 (PBYC)
August 18 (PBYC)

31nm Course
Mandalay Buoy Start/Frenchy’s Mark/Mandalay Buoy/Whistle Buoy/Ventura Harbor Finish
This year’s Frenchy's Rum Run was
attended by 3 spinnaker, 3 nonspinnaker, 3 beach cats, and 2 ORCA
multihulls for a total fleet of 11 boats.
The race course, from the Mandalay
Buoy to Frenchy's Cove on Anacapa
Island and back to Ventura Harbor,
was forecast to be light and variable
south winds and so all the talk before
the race was centered on whether or
not anybody would even be able to
finish the race. As expected, the start
of the race at 11 AM was greeted with
south winds, but happily a bit stronger
than was in the forecast. With a good
start for all classes, the fleet then
enjoyed a steadily building breeze
from the SE on the way to the first
mark, and by the time the bulk of the
fleet was getting to the mark in
Frenchy’s Cove it had built to a
healthy 15 gusting to 18knts. This
totally unexpected but welcome turn
of events had the whole fleet

charging back toward the finish at full
speed. So, instead of a slow and frustrating
drifter of a race as was expected, the entire
fleet posted one of the fastest finishing
times in Frenchy’s Rum Run history!
The winner of the spinnaker class was also
the largest boat of the fleet, the Columbia

43 Boomerang Love skippered by Garrett
Baum. They beat the second-place boat, a
Shock 30GP skippered by Carlos Brea, by
just 6 minutes on corrected time with thirdplace Buena Vista trailing by only another
two minutes 16 seconds corrected. In the
non-spinnaker class, it was the venerable
Velero, the classic Islander 29 skippered
by Brent Swanson, which
handily defeated the rest of
the fleet by over 30 minutes
on corrected time. Tuck and
Roll took second, and the
Spitdog decided to sail
straight back to her berth in
CI Harbor (citing the difficult
task of sailing straight
upwind from Ventura Harbor
to CI Harbor in the somewhat

boisterous SE wind that had built
throughout the day) taking the DNF. In the
ORCA Class Brian Stanton was the only
boat to finish for the victory after Mitch
Yount on Shorty, like the Spitdog, opted to
sail straight for home to CI Harbor for the
DNF. And for the beach cat fleet the winner
was Hall Stratton on his A Cat, named A
Cat (these
beachcat guys kill
me!) taking top
honors. Second
place went to Bill
Mattson on Gelli
Bean, and for the
second year in a
row Bob Martinez
failed to sail
around the last
mark, the Ventura
Whistle Buoy, and
was DQ’d (go to
the Captain’s
meeting next year
Fleet Captain Bob!
Yeah, these guys
KILL me, did I say
that yet?)!
Special thanks go to me, Richard and
Paula Sharpe, and Guy Skinner for race
committee duty as well as all the
participants that showed the great
Corinthian spirit of sailboat racing and
enjoyed a great day of sailing!

What all of us manage to come away with
is hard to put into words sometimes
because, no matter what the conditions,
the experience is full of rich personal

satisfaction and that is exactly why we love
it.
Over the years, I have been a part of this
annual event and have had the good
fortune of experiencing it from several

perspectives. By that I mean that I have
crewed on several of the boats,
representing several of the classes and
have helped with the race committee along
with participating as a safety vessel and
camera boat.
That being said, the reoccurring reminder

of being so impressed with how, no matter
how many times I do this race in whatever
capacity, I am always so very glad to have
it in my life.

The competition, the overall strategy, the
personal challenges, the camaraderie, the
unpredictable, unknown and constantly
learning experience coupled along with the
intense personal resolve and achievement.
The Ventura Sailing Club’s very popular
race across the Santa Barbara Channel to
Frenchy’s Cove on Anacapa Island and
back was as fun as ever! With a mild start
the Non-Spinnakers, the Spinnakers, the

Orcas and the Beach Cats all got off the
Mandalay mark with a pleasant start.

Conditions were not very strong but steady
and the fleet was off as a very impressive

group headed for the mark in Frenchy’s
Cove at Anacapa Island.

Now to be fair I have participated in this
race for over a decade, almost two, and
have to say that it, as with most sails, has
never been the same twice.
As our race fleet moves away
the weather takes a turn with
the wind beginning to build and
the surface swells increasing
out of the southwest all heeling
with the oncoming pressure of
the wind towards the horizon.
For me, there is nothing quite
like seeing the energy of the wind taking
the boats across the water. And to be on
those boats in the wind is a magical

sensation all as we collectively pursue the
finish line.
May the best sailors win! In the end there
are no losers only winners of a job well
done and a story to tell.
For this race my objective was to act as
one of three safety boats and to take
whatever pictures I could manage in the
conditions of the day. Turns out, being the
smaller of the boats, the potential of rough
seas kept my boat closer to the mainland.

I was able to stay with the race for only a
few miles until needing to head back closer
to the safety of
shore but not
before taking
some fun
shots of the
boats in the
thick of it.
As the last
boats made
their way
across the
start line I decided to chase them down
and gather some epic photos. Those are
the best kind, right?

respond to any situation.

By this time the wind and overall conditions
had definitely intensified making my pursuit
all the more difficult and time consuming,
into an oncoming swell, since the fleet had
really begun to pick up the pace!
I finally reached the lead boat and was
able to swing around to get as many shots
as possible of each boat as they crossed
by, averaging 7 to 9 knots with the beach
cats getting up to 10 to 12 knots easily.
I needed to get to the finish ahead of the
fleet to record the individual finish times
and get more pictures.
Our other two "RIB” boats (rigid inflatable
boat), being larger boats, skippered by Will
Yount and Richard & Paula Sharpe, were

Our winner for the Non-Spinnaker class
was skipper Brent Swanson on Velero!
This is a boat that is seen often competing
in the VSC Race Season lineup.
Bryan Stanton, skipper on No Regrets won
in the Orka Class and Hall Strantton with
his A Cat won first place in the Beach Cat
Class. Hall was the first of the fleet to cross
the finish.

able to chase the fleet further into the
channel. Richard & Paula covered the
middle of the course in the channel while
Will was able to get to the mark at
Frenchy’s, photographing the boats as they
rounded up the marker.

The entire race was monitored on radio for
safety purposes as well for choreographing
the safety boats for best possible
positioning at all times. This kept everyone
informed and connected and able to

All in all, a very fine turn out for a
memorable experience thanks to
everyone’s tremendous enthusiasm.

Results - Frenchy’s Rum Run 6/23/18
31nm – Mandalay Buoy Start/Frenchy’s Mark/Mandalay Buoy/Whistle Buoy/Ventura Harbor Finish
Spinnaker

BOAT

TYPE

Boomerang Love Columbia 43
Fat Tuesday
Shock 30GP
Buena Vista
Olsen 40

SKIPPER

CLASS

RTG

ALLOW

START

FINISH

ELAPSED

Garrett Baum
Carlos Brea
Dwight Rowe

spin
spin
spin

102
101
51

0:52:42
0:52:11
0:26:21

11:00:00 AM
11:00:00 AM
11:00:00 AM

15:34:02
15:39:31
15:15:57

4:34:02
4:39:31
4:15:57

CORRECTED PLACE
3:41:20
3:47:20
3:49:36

1
2
3

Non-Spinnaker

BOAT

TYPE

SKIPPER

CLASS

RTG

ALLOW

START

FINISH

ELAPSED

Velero
Tuck and Roll
SpitDog

Islander 29
Hunter 35.5
Del Rey 24

Brent Swanson
Steve Onderko
Chuck Manley

non-spin
non-spin
non-spin

234
168
258

2:00:54
1:26:48
2:13:18

11:05:00 AM
11:05:00 AM
11:05:00 AM

16:24:17
16:20:27
DNF

5:19:17
5:15:27
#VALUE!

Beachcat

BOAT NAME SAIL # BOAT TYPE
A Cat
373
A Cat
Gelli Bean
786
Prindle 19
Sailbad the Sinner 100
Dart

SKIPPER
Hall Stratton
Bill Mattson
Bob Martinez

Start Time
11:10:00
11:10:00
11:10:00

FINISH TIME PLACE
1
14:18:37
2
14:36:44
DQ

Orca
29nm – Mandalay Buoy Start/Frenchy’s Mark/Ventura Harbor Finish

Boat name / Captain
No Regrets / Brian Stanton
Shorty / Mitch Yount

TCF
Finish time Elapsed time Corrected time
1.0372
15:00:12
3:50:12
3:58:46
0.9994
15:45:21
4:35:21
4:35:11

Larry accepting the award for Velero

Place
1
2

Hall on A Cat

CORRECTED PLACE
3:18:23
3:48:39
#VALUE!

1
2
DNF

By Stephanie York

Sometimes having to pick up and go
somewhere else in the boat is exciting but you
know there will be considerable time spent on
the crossing. Most of the cruisers I have met in
Mexico agreed that the food needed to be
tasty, easy and preferably done ahead of time.
Here are a few things we did on Wainui that
helped with the passage from one great place
to the other.
Meal planning: Everything is going to depend
on your fridge situation, storage of pre-cooked
foods and the stove, does it lock in or can it be
gimbaled? Lastly, it will depend on the
weather and how much you can stand being
below. I have cooked in some hairy weather
but then I am not a good example. I’ll tell you
what I did and what others have done.
Cooking: I agree on having food done ahead of
time. You will be tired and as the passage goes
on the food needs to be done and ready to
eat. That’s why a one pot food is best. We
loved macaroni, cheese and ground beef,
hearty and yummy. Another favorite is chili or
soup. Some folks make sandwiches ahead of
time and have them wrapped up down below.
I also love to use the pressure cooker
underway, the engine is running so it is not
draining the batteries and I can have a Ginger

Curry Lentil soup cooking in the sink that is
done in 10 minutes and stays hot after it is
done for hours inside the insta pot. Just prep it
before you leave and plug it in before you
want to eat it. Stays in the sink under all
conditions.
So, if you are one who does not like to be
below in weather then just make a pot of
chili/soup and have it ready to reheat. Pre-bag
some tortilla chips to put in it or crackers. If
you are like me I like to cook it hot right before
sunset and have it in the sink throughout the
night to eat even when we are in lumpy windy
conditions.
Serving: Have deep bowls that are non-skid or
even big mugs to hold the food in so it doesn’t
slosh out. On the Transpac and Pacific Cup
Mark’s team ate out of dog food bowls, they
were built perfect to not skid and cool things
off pretty fast.
Snacks: I love to have crunchy, salty, sweet and
spicy when I am underway overnight. You can
make a little snack bag that can go up in the
cockpit with a variety of crunchy snacks. I love
salt and vinegar potato chips, spicy Doritos,
nuts and seeds, anything interesting. It will
help keep you awake. Also, you can never go
wrong with chocolate!

Have you had any especially memorable racing / cruising adventures lately? Come to the
Pub and tell us about it! We’ve had some great stories lately and we all enjoy hearing what’s
been going on and where our members and friends have been off to. The meetings are
pretty much an open mic night, so come and give us your story.

After the back to back
hurricanes hit Puerto Rico this
year, Southern California
Edison sent teams to restore
service to the devastated
island. One of our own
members made the trip twice
to help with repairs. If
you think this was just
routine repair work,
take a look at some
of the terrane and the
way the residents
thanked the SCE
employees.

SCE workers were among utility employees honored by the San Diego Padres June 4 for
their Puerto Rico Power restoration efforts. Does anyone recognize the man on the left?

Just a few women please….
In this year’s Race 2 Alaska there was a mono-hull full of women who through perseverance
and guts won the whole thing. That is a first for an all-woman crew and a mono-hull. Also, the
1-2 finishing boats on the Round the World Clipper race were both skippered by women. The
sport is opening up and opportunities are growing both internationally and locally. Thank you
to all the skippers who make space available for women to learn
sailing and for all the women who go out and just do it! Let’s
keep it up and help sailing grow!
Team Sail Like A Girl
Seattle Times Story about the R2AK win:
https://www.seattletimes.com/sports/other-sports/sail-like-a-girlhow-an-all-female-team-made-history-won-the-race-to-alaska/

Pub Quiz!!!
The competition is becoming intense!
Come join us.

Prizes!

Prison Break
September 8-9, 2018

Wild Turkey Classic Plastic
November 24, 2018

……….And a big thanks to all our sponsors
Victoria Pub and Grill
Island Packers
Ventura Harbor Boatyard
Neptune Dive Service

VSC Newsletter contributions…..
. Please email to Paula@intelligentwt.com.

Membership & Sponsorship
…….and don’t forget to pass along the Membership and Sponsorship information to all your
friends, family, acquaintances, business partners and anyone you pass on the street

Submit Contributions to:
Paula Sharpe ……… Paula@intelligentwt.com
Deadline for contributions…The Ides of each month
We need content from you, the members, along with suggestions you may have for articles.

Club Location:

Meetings:
Second Tuesday of every month
6:30 PM…or approximately thereafter…or
sometime after everyone finishes dinner
Gatherings:
Fourth Tuesday of every month…
somewhere near 6:30 PM

1413 S. Victoria Ave # F
Ventura, CA 93003
805-650-0060
www.venturasailingclub.com

Newsletter Sponsorships:
Business card sized advertisements
$20 for 3 months or $70 per year

