
 
 

  

 

  

 
 

 
 

Welcome to the March 2019 newsletter of 
our water sports and recreation club. This 
publication is issued when we have content, 
but approximately every two months.       

The content is, as always, dependent on 
contributions from you, the members. We 
welcome all submissions. 

Officers:      Commodore       Richard Sharpe 
  Vice Commodore      Will Yount 
  Cruising Director      Mike Taylor 
  Web Master                 Norbert Hirsch 
  Port Captain       Mike Holbert 

Fleet Captain       Alicia Stratton 
  Multi Hull Fleet Captain     Bob Martinez 
  Communications Officer     Guy Skinner 
  Sergeant at Arms      Mike Adams 
  Secretary       Paula Sharpe 
 

 

Content: 

Commodore’s Corner 
      …………………………..……..……………...........................................Richard Sharpe 

Special News 
  ................................................................................................. ...........Paula Sharpe 
Muharangi Classic Regatta 
 ....................................................................................................................Stephanie York 
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By: Will Yount & Richard Sharpe 

 
Current VSC Vital Statistics 
 

• Paid members of SCYA, US Sailing Association and ASBCYC w/ Regatta Ins. 

• Paid members for 2019  
 

✓ Keep sending in those dues for this year, send your $62 check in the mail to: 
Ventura Sailing Club 
4500 Antigua Way 
Oxnard, Ca. 93035 

 

• February/March; deposited $558 for memberships (8) – Total $505 

• Paid out this month: $33.94 Prizes; $125 ASBCYC Membership 

• Current Bank Account: $5,115.07 w/outstanding debt continued supply of prizes and 
ASBCYC dues for 2019 

 
And Other Official Business…. 

 

• Burgees, on sale now at VSC meetings for only $20! 

• Membership flyer – Help us with our drive for new members 

• Website Updates – Rear Commodore Norbert Hirsch is on it, check out the Website! 
https://venturasailingclub.org/ 

• Splash – This newsletter is for you!  Send your contributions to Paula 
 

Recent/Upcoming Events Reported by Guest Speakers 
*Big thanks to these fearless souls who come up to the microphone and entertain the crowd! 
 

➢ Thanks again to everyone who comes out for the monthly meetings, and especially to 
Mike Holbert and the staff of the most excellent club house ever, the Victoria Pub and 
Grill! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

e have another new officer!   As Jimmy McWaters stepped down from the Fleet 
Captain position due to other commitments, Alicia Stratton graciously stepped 
up.   
 

Alicia has many qualifications for the post.  Alicia’s husband, Hall, says,” She used to work for 
Island Packers, currently leads nature walks and snorkeling adventures at the islands, and 
she also used to work for the nature conservancy leading walks for them.  She runs into 
Jimmy regularly on her trips to the islands so she will talk to him about how he represents the 
club.” 
  
Hall continues, “We're hoping to launch our 42' catamaran this year and become part of the 
cruising part of the club.  I'm sure she'd be happy to lead hikes on any of the islands for club 
members.  She can talk about the islands for hours, and hours, and hours.” 
 
Mike Taylor, as Cruising Director, will tell us more later about the cruising schedule for 2019, 
including the “Homeport Regatta”, a race for cruising boats only!  And keep March 23rd open 
for a possible trip to Little Scorps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

W 



 
 big welcome to Alison Rowe – our newest member. 
 
 

 
Alison is always ready to crew on any boat, unless she’s already 
committed to a race on Jane Thomas’ Wai’lani. 
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New member John Koesterer got so excited about being a part of 
VSC, that he just had to show off his new burgee.  John and Susie 
are long time members of AYC as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
John says “Here's a picture of 
both clubs burgees.  It's kind of 
symbolic of the cruze to 
Ventura.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

John is referring to the 
Valentine’s Venture to Ventura, 
the first of our two club cruises.  
More about that cruise 
later........ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

he High Points trophies for 2018 were once again presented 

during the opening race of the 2019 season – the PBYC Spring 

Series 1. 

 

And as so often is the case, Velero won the top prize. 
 
 
 
 
 
First Place: 
Velero, Brent Swanson 
  
Second Place: 
Bandaloop, Mike Geer 
  
Third Place: 
Fat Tuesday, Carlos Brea 
  
Fourth Place: 
Pangea, Mike Leary 
  
Fifth Place: 
E ticket, Tom Hudson 
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he Valentine’s Venture to Ventura started out with a hefty 

amount of boats from both VSC and AYC.  Then the 

weather turned ugly. A few adventurous skippers urged 

their crew on and three boats eventually made it.  Along the way 

they encountered  

 

 

 

 

wind: 

 

 

 

    

                    Romance of the seas 

 

 
 

An Incredible sunset 
 

 

 
      And lots of camaraderie 

 

 
Join us for the next VSC/AYC cruise.....stay tuned. 

And don’t forget about our own Smuggler’s Bash – April 20-21st! 
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New Zealand’s Mahurangi 

Classic Wooden Boat Regatta 
                                                    Contributed by Stephanie York 

 

ark and I had the 
privilege of visiting his 
home country, New 

Zealand this winter. It had been 
1975 since he had been back. 
We were lucky enough to know 
someone on Kawua Island and 
stayed with them for 
a week. That invite 
included a regatta 
so we said heck 
yeah, sign us up. 
We expected a fleet 
of the usual 10-12 
per class in the 
harbor on Kawua.  Instead we 
hopped on a 58 foot Camper 
Nicholson ketch (Mustang) and 

sailed 3 hours to the Mahurangi 
Regatta itself. As we pulled 
around the tip of the bay we 

could 
see 
around 
200 
boats 

anchored in a bay.  This was 
just the start. When we swung 

around to enter the 
channel we could see 
boats anchored in clusters 
all up and down.  There 
were more than 700 boats 
in total participating and 
hanging out for the 
weekend. Races had 
begun and we were lucky 
enough to be motoring 
down the side of the start 
line and see the action. 
 With most divisions 

M 



having started there were 
around 100 plus boats racing on 
the course. As we went past the 
racers we were picking a spot to 
anchor. We dropped anchor in a 
less visited spot down the 
channel hoping to see some of 
the race. We thought we might 
miss the action but found out 
fairly quickly we were at one of 
the marks. We passed up beers 
and opened some snacks and 
for the next 3 hours watched 
every class pass our little mark. 
It was so close we could see 
everyone on board each of the 
boats. Lucky pick for the anchor. 
All of the boats were classic 
New Zealand builds. There were 

boats from the 1800’s and early 
1900’s, old Gaff rigged boats 4 
in total. It was amazing to see 
all the boats were in amazing 

shape and well cared for by the 
skipper and crew. This was 
such a well-attended event, 
worth any effort to come to it.  
After the 
racing was 
over, they 
 threw a 
prize 
barbeque 

for everyone. 
The Club set 
up 9 BBQ 

grills all around the Scotts 
Landing grounds. You could just 
bring up your own food to grill 
and eat there hanging out with 
everyone else. It was exciting 
 fighting the tide coming in on 
the dinghy, the tide pulled out so 
the last 10 feet to the pier was 
us pulling the dinghy through 
the mud. There was also a 
grand stand that had a swing 
band playing for dancing after 
the awards. All in all an amazing 
day with a group of folks that 
truly love sailing.  
To see the club, event photos, 
and the schedule for next year 
just follow the link below.  
 
https://mahurangicruisingclub.or
g/index.htm 

 



 

 

Pub Quiz!!! 
The competition is becoming intense! 

Come join us and for the February 12th 

club meeting and stretch out those brain 

cells. 

Prizes!

 

           Don’t forget to check out the club news on our members’ web site:

www.venturasailingclub.org 

                                     ……….And a big thanks to all our sponsors 
 

Victoria Pub and Grill 
Island Packers 

 
  

 

VSC Newsletter contributions….. 

 
.  Please email to Paula@intelligentwt.com. 

 
 

Membership & Sponsorship 

 
…….and don’t forget to pass along the Membership and Sponsorship information to all your 
friends, family, acquaintances, business partners and anyone you pass on the street.

http://www.venturasailingclub.org/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com


 Smugglers’ Bash 

 

 April 20-21, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Frenchy’s Rum Run (PHRF) 

 

June 22, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Prison Break 

 

September 7-8, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Turkey Classic Plastic 

 

November 30, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

See you on the water



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Club Location: 

 
1413 S. Victoria Ave # F 
Ventura, CA  93003 
805-650-0060 

 
www.venturasailingclub.com 

Meetings: 

 
Second Tuesday of every month 
6:30 PM…or approximately thereafter…or 
sometime after everyone finishes dinner 

 
Gatherings: 

 
Fourth Tuesday of every month… 
somewhere near 6:30 PM 

Newsletter Sponsorships: 

Business card sized advertisements 
$20 for 3 months or $70 per year 

 

 

 

Submit Contributions to: 
Paula Sharpe ……… Paula@intelligentwt.com 

Deadline for contributions…The Ides of each month 

We need content from you, the members, along with suggestions you may have for articles. 

http://www.venturasailingclub.com/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com

