
 
 

  

 

  

 
 

 
 

Welcome to the September 2019 newsletter 
of our water sports and recreation club. This 
publication is issued when we have content, 
but approximately every two months.       

The content is, as always, dependent on 
contributions from you, the members. We 
welcome all submissions. 

Officers:      Commodore       Richard Sharpe 
  Vice Commodore      Will Yount 
  Cruising Director      Mike Taylor 
  Web Master                 Norbert Hirsch 
  Port Captain       Mike Holbert 

Fleet Captain       Alicia Stratton 
  Multi Hull Fleet Captain     Bob Martinez 
  Communications Officer     Guy Skinner 
  Sergeant at Arms      Mike Adams 
  Secretary       Paula Sharpe 
 

 

Content: 

Commodore’s Corner……………….…….…………............................................Richard Sharpe 
The Tri-Point Race from a Racer’s Perspective....................................................Hall Stratton 
Special News............................................................................................... ..........Paula Sharpe 
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By Richard Sharpe 

 
 
To all our members and friends: 
 
 
 
On August 17th, the Tri-Point race was held.  This is the third of the Multihull Ocean Series.  
This series of three races Is sponsored by VSC and allows our beachcat enthusiasts to race 
along side PHRF boats out in the open channel.  These boats are not equipped with the 
usual safety features of a large monohull boat, such as lights or an engine, so safety boats 
are deployed to watch out for them. Read below for Hall’s report on the race. 
 
Our own Prison Break is coming up soon on September 7th.  The full NOR is below. 
 
And don’t forget the Wild Turkey Classic Plastic.....a reverse start race that is always loads 
of fun.  We’re looking for volunteers to help the race committee.  Contact me if you can help 
with the start, finish or scoring.     
 
Join us on Tuesday for our September meeting. 
 
 
Thanks again to everyone who comes out for the monthly meetings, and especially to Mike 
Holbert and the staff of our club house, the Victoria Pub and Grill! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

The Tri-Point Race from a Racer’s Perspective
By Hall Stratton

his year’s PBYC Tri Point Ocean 
Race was held in nice conditions 
that got the 8 beachcats around 

the platform and Anacapa Island in less 
than 8 hours.  While we didn’t see our 
usual west wind until very late in the 
day, the south-southwest wind made 
for an interesting approach to the 
island, a fun sail up the back side of the 
island, and a rather lackluster 

downwind return.  But at least there 
was wind all the way around!  And the 
downwind return became more of a 
reach the later in the day that you 
crossed, which gave the boats at the 
back of the pack a chance to close the 
gap on the boats ahead. It’s always nice 
to catch a break late in the race and get 
back in the hunt. 
 

T 



As mentioned above, the south-
southwest wind turned the reach to the 
platform into a beat and the beat to the 
island became a game of chicken, 
whether to flop over onto port and take 
a hitch up the channel for a more 
favorable approach to the island or stay 
on starboard and wait for the lift near 
the island, which by the way, I finally 
got that lift about a mile past Arch Rock.  
And I don’t think Tim Hunter, on his 

heavily modified Tornado, ever saw the 
lift, as he was headed for Catalina the 
last I saw him.  I was so far east and 
south of Arch Rock that Richard and 
Paula, on the chase boat, didn’t know 
that I’d rounded and was heading up 
the back side.  This began a radio 

conversation with Richard as I was out 
on the wire and cranking up the back 
side of the island, wondering if I capsize 
while talking to the safety boat, will it 
be worth it?  As a matter of courtesy, I 
continued the conversation and later in 
the race when I was all alone crossing 
the channel, out of radio range with the 
safety boat, I kind of missed Richard’s 
soothing voice.  
 

 
 While the downwind return wasn’t 
much fun for me, it looked as though 
Brian Willess and his crew on the Nacra 
20 had a blast on the return trip as they 
flew a huge spinnaker and were flying a 
hull with both Brian and crew on the 



weather hull.  They blew past me and 
were over the horizon in 15 minutes. 
Lance Inoue and his crew CC won the 
beachcat division on his well sailed 
Prindle 19.  Bobby Martinez and his 
crew Elena were second on his Prindle 
18-2 with the original stock dacron sails 
from the 1980’s.  And Tim Hunter on his 
wooden Tornado was third.  If you ever 
have a chance to look at Tim’s boat up 
close, check it out, it is truly a piece of 
woodworking art.  The wood hull is 
finished clear and is perfectly fair 
without a drop of putty on it.  Brian 
Willess won the spinnaker class as he 
was the only finisher.  His compadre 
from Arizona Jim Tomes had to drop out 
after a crew injury.  Tough break after a 
long drive, but there’s always next year! 
 

And finally, a huge thank you to our 
safety boat crews that donate their time 
and engine hours for our safety.  
Richard and Paula again did a fantastic 
job of herding cats and adjusting to a 
constantly changing seascape.  They 
seem to anticipate everything and place 
themselves where they are needed 
most.  It may appear as though they are 
just out there sitting on a power boat 
but keeping track of everyone is no easy 
feat and once someone is not 
accounted for, the stress begins.  Thank 
you also to first time safety boat 
operators Alan White, owner of the 
Florence Sea, and Jeff Olmstead, his 
crew.  Without safety boats and crews 
we would not be able to enjoy sailing 
our beachcats around Anacapa Island 
like this. 

 
Congratulations to the winners of the VSC Mulit-Hull Ocean Series for Beach cats: 
First Place – Bob Martinez 
Second Place – Lance Inoue 
 
 
 

 
Tri-Point Race Results – Last of the VSC  Multi-Hull Ocean Series 

Beach Cat Spin Type Skipper Rating Elapsed Place 

Hooty Hoo Racing Nacra 20 Brian Willess 0.966 5:15:25 1 

Raisin’ Hull Nacra 20 Jim Tomas   DNS 

Beach Cat non-Spin Type Skipper Rating Elapsed Place 

Kodama Prindle 19 Lance Inoue 1.046 6:09:25 1 

Sailbad the Sinner Prindle 18-2 Bob Martinez 10.91 6:32:58 2 

Elixer Tornado Tim Hunter 0.972 6:15:23 3 

Magickat Prindle 19 Jonathan Magick 1.065 6:51:26 4 

Cat’s Pajamas Prindle 19 Bill Mattson 1.060 6:54:31 5 

Not Old Blue A Cat Hall Stratton 1.03 5:34:01 DSQ 

Shrek Dart 18 Carl Oliver   DNF 



As described in our mission statement, a primary goal of the Ventura Sailing Club is to introduce and 
encourage people to take advantage of our great resources: the Santa Barbara Channel and the Channel 
Islands National Park.  We hope to achieve this by increasing participation in sailing by hosting racing, cruising, 
and social events.  

The “Prison Break” combines all these elements by providing the opportunity to cruise the Santa 
Barbara Channel, hike and explore Santa Cruz Island, and race back to the mainland in a fun and casual group 
setting. This event also provides contestants the opportunity to practice some “pre-modern” seamanship skills 
while “breaking out” of Prisoner’s Harbor…. 

The plan is to do a “LeMans Start” from the anchorage at Prisoner’s Harbor on Santa Cruz Island.  
Competitors will have to wait for the horn to begin hosting sails and weighing anchors.  The race will be to the 
Mandalay Buoy.  If there is no wind to “break out” of Prisoner’s, competitors can row, kedge-pole, or tow (any 
method NOT using a motor of any kind!) their boats out of the harbor until there is enough wind to make sail.  
Competitors will congregate in Prisoner’s Harbor on Saturday the 9th to begin the pre-race festivities. 

THE ENTRY: The race is open to all racers, whether they are members of a yacht club or not. The entry fee is $30 
for non-Ventura Sailing Club members and $20 for VSC members. ($5 discount for USSA members). Entries will 
be completed at the Captain’s Meeting. The Captain’s Meeting will be held in Prisoner’s Harbor, at sundown on 
Saturday the 7th, aboard the largest boat. 

THE COURSE: Competing boats will start from the spot on which they chose to anchor for the previous night, 
anywhere within Prisoner’s Harbor inshore of a line extending from the end of the pier west to the point marking 
the north western extent of the Harbor. We will race back to a finish at the Mandalay Buoy, where competitors 
will take their own finish times using GPS time. All classes will start at the same time.  There will be no other 
marks. 

THE RULES: The race will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing. The Sailing 
Instructions will be passed out and finalized at the Captains’ Meeting.  

THE CLASSES: PHRF-handicapped spinnaker, non-spinnaker, Orca, and Beach Cat as necessary. 

HARDWARE FOR THE MANTLE: Trophies/prizes will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place boats in each class, 
depending on class size.  Please meet upstairs at The Victoria Pub (clubhouse of the VSC) at 6:30 PM Tuesday 
September 10th for heckling, bragging, excuses, and awards. 

Contact Richard Sharpe, 805-444-5657 
 
 

 

NOTICE OF RACE 
15th Annual Prison Break – September 7th – 8th, 2019  

Hosted by Ventura Sailing Club 



 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of the Nature Conservancy 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Coastal Cleanup Day is an annual Ventura County-wide beach clean-up event. Please 
join us on September 21st at The Nature Conservancy's Ormond Beach Wetlands, one 
of the 20 cleanup sites in 2019. Coastal Cleanup Day is a rewarding opportunity to give 
something back to the community and the environment by spending just three hours 
of your morning picking up trash while enjoying the beach.  
The mission of Coastal Cleanup Day is to remove debris from our beaches and 
waterways, identify the sources of marine debris, and ultimately to change the 
behaviors that cause pollution.  
 
You can make your contribution even greater and cut down on the trash created at the 
Cleanup by bringing your own reusable supplies (water bottle, gardening gloves, trash 
bucket etc.). Safety is our priority, so please wear a hat, sunscreen, gloves, and closed-
toe shoes and come on out for a fun day on the beach! 
Volunteers must be 18+ yrs old at this site. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.vccoastcleanup.org/cleanup-sites/


Courtesy of the  
Channel Islands News Center 

Guardians of the Waterways 

Professor, student researchers find microplastics in harbor moon jellies 

By Kim Lamb Gregory 

Assistant Professor of 
Environmental Science &Resource 
Management (ESRM) Clare Steele knelt 
on a wooden pier at the Channel Islands 
Harbor and dipped her net into the 
water. 

“Half of being a marine biologist is not 
falling in,” Steele joked. 

She slid her net under a translucent 
moon jelly, scooped it up and deposited 
it into a plastic cooler. When she had 

collected several, she snapped down 
the top of the cooler and transported 
the jellies to a CSUCI lab where Steele 
and her ESRM students would examine 
the sea creatures for microplastics. 

Steele and her students have been 
conducting studies into microplastics in 
the ocean for about four years now, so 
when thousands of the gelatinous 
invertebrates swept into the Harbor in 
early April, Steele and her students 
decided to test them. 



 “We found microplastics in all 10 of the 
jellies we processed,” Steele said. “It’s a 
representative sample of an organism 
that has a different feeding mechanism 
than the ones we’ve looked at so far.” 
In other words, moon jellies are largely 
at the mercy of the ocean currents, so 
they feed on whatever gets caught in 
the mucus lining of their bell-shaped 
bodies. 

Earlier studies indicating microplastics 
in the sand of all 50 beaches tested up 
and down the California coast told 
Steele and her research team that 
microplastics are ubiquitous in coastal 
waters, but the presence of 
microplastics in moon jellies, which 
move by pulsing their bells up and down 
through columns of water, are even 
more of a concern. 

“It should concern people that plastics 
of all sizes are in the oceans and 
waterways,” Steele said. 

“Another thing that concerns me is that 
as plastics break up into smaller and 
smaller pieces, they become more 
difficult to detect and difficult to 
remove.” 

If we can remove plastics before they 
get into the ocean, we have a chance to 
keep them out of the food chain. 

Clare Steele 

Plastics in the ocean and estuaries mean 
plastics are getting into the food chain, 
and therefore, into us, she said. “One of 
the concerns we have with microplastics 
is that their surfaces have an affinity for 

attracting environmental chemicals, 
maybe DDT (a synthetic organic 
compound used as an insecticide) or 
some sort of organic pesticides,” she 
said. 

The California State Senate invited 
Steele to testify about microplastics 
before a joint hearing of the Senate 
Committee on Environmental Quality 
and Committee on Natural Resources 
and Water on March 20. The hearing 
preceded the reading of Senate Bill 54, 
which would, if passed, phase out 
single-use plastics by 2030.  

Whatever lawmakers decide, Steele and 
her student researchers intend to use 
scientific methods to keep vigil on 
California’s coastal waterways. “If we 
can remove plastics before they get into 
the ocean, we have a chance to keep 
them out of the food chain,” she said. 



 

 

 

 

Pub Quiz!!! 
The competition is becoming 

intense! Come join us and for the 

August 13th  club meeting and 

stretch out those brain cells. 

Prizes! 

 

VSC ONLINE           www.venturasailingclub.org 

                                     ………. And a big thanks to all our sponsors 
 

Victoria Pub and Grill 
Island Packers  

 

VSC Newsletter contributions…. 

 
.  Please email to Paula@intelligentwt.com. 

 

Membership & Sponsorship 

 
…….and don’t forget to pass along the Membership and Sponsorship information to all your 
friends, family, acquaintances, business partners and anyone you pass on the street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.venturasailingclub.org/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prison Break 

September 7-8, 2019 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wild Turkey Classic Plastic 

November 30, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

See you on the water



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Club Location: 

 
1413 S. Victoria Ave # F 
Ventura, CA  93003 
805-650-0060 

 
www.venturasailingclub.org 

Meetings: 

 
Second Tuesday of every month 
6:30 PM…or approximately thereafter…or 
sometime after everyone finishes dinner 

 
Gatherings: 

 
Fourth Tuesday of every month… 
somewhere near 6:30 PM 

Newsletter Sponsorships: 

Business card sized advertisements 
$20 for 3 months or $70 per year 

 

 

 

Submit Contributions to: 
Paula Sharpe ……… Paula@intelligentwt.com 

Deadline for contributions…The Ides of each month 

We need content from you, the members, along with suggestions you may have for articles. 

http://www.venturasailingclub.org/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com

