
 
 

  
 

  
   

 
Welcome to the March 2020 newsletter of 
our water sports and recreation club. This 
publication is issued when we have content, 
but approximately every two months.       

The content is, as always, dependent on 
contributions from you, the members. We 
welcome all submissions. 

Officers:      Commodore       Will Yount 
  Vice Commodore      Richard Sharpe 
  Cruising Director      Mike Taylor 
  Web Master                 Norbert Hirsch 
  Port Captain       Mike Holbert 

Fleet Captain       Alicia Stratton 
  Multi Hull Fleet Captain     Bob Martinez 
  Communications Officer     Guy Skinner 
  Sergeant at Arms      Mike Adams 
  Secretary       Paula Sharpe 
 

 

Content: 

Commodore’s Corner……………….…….…………....................................................Will Yount 
Special News............................................................................................... ..........Paula Sharpe 
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By Will Yount 
 
 

AKA - Happenings from the January/February Meetings 
3/9/20 

 
Current VSC Vital Statistics 

*As reported by the Commodore (accuracy subject to debate) 
 Paid members of SCYA, US Sailing Association and ASBCYC w/ Regatta Ins. 
 Paid members for ’20 – 23 

Time to start sending in those dues for 2020, send your $65 check in the mail to: 
Ventura Sailing Club 
4500 Antigua Way 
Oxnard, Ca. 93035 
 

 January/February; deposited $635.00 
 Paid out this period: $00 
 Current Bank Account: $4,139.08 w/ outstanding debt for 2020; regatta insurance 

And Other Official Business…. 
 Burgees on sale now at VSC meetings for only $20! 
 Business Cards – Pass them out to anyone interested in the best Sailing Club Ever 
 Website Updates – check out the Website! https://venturasailingclub.org/ 
 Splash – Well you must be reading it now… Thanks Paula! 

Recent/Upcoming Events Reported by Guest Speakers 
 Bill Brayton - reported on upcoming Race Management trainings and local race results 
 Alicia Stratton - gave informative and fascinating update on wildlife sightings and other events 

in the Channel Island’s National Park  

Next Event – Smuggler’s Bash – VSC’s Opening Days’ cruising/racing event - April 18-19th 

 

*Big thanks to these fearless souls who come up to the microphone and entertain the crowd! 
 

And finally… 
Thanks again to everyone who comes out for the monthly meetings, and especially to Mike Holbert 
and the staff of the most excellent club house ever, the Victoria Pub and Grill! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Don’t miss the upcoming Smuggler’s Bash, 
the traditional Opening Day event for the VSC! 

 
We hold our opening day event the week after our other area clubs celebrate their 
opening days, so boaters from all clubs can participate in our “renegade” style Opening 
Day celebration.  It’s a “different” sort of opening day – no blue blazers or white trousers 
required, we just sail out to Smuggler’s Cove at Santa Cruz Island to have a good time! 

This year’s Bash will be held the weekend of April 18th and 19st at, of course, Smuggler’s 
anchorage on Santa Cruz Island. The Opening Day festivities will begin as participants 
arrive on Saturday, with a Captain’s meeting for the Race called for sundown. The 
traditional race format for Sunday will include a man-overboard recovery at the start, 
with the finish at the Mandalay Buoy. 

 
All boats welcome to the Bash and Race...See you on the water! 

Please RSVP to wjyount@yahoo.com or 805-205-0999 
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Channel Islands Harbor

Taken from a recent email from Mark Sandoval, Harbor Director 
Ventura County Harbor Department 
Development  
As I talk to Harbor residents and business owners at the Sunday Farmer’s Market 
and around the Harbor, the topic I get asked about more than any is Fisherman’s 
Wharf, as residents and guests are interested in the project, its history and the 
current status. 
History 
The re-development of Fisherman’s Wharf began in 2004 as the County sought to 
find a developer to rebuild Fisherman’s Wharf.  The County negotiated with two 
potential developers, one requesting 800 apartments in a mixed-use development 
and one requesting 500 apartments in a mixed-use development.  Neither of those 
lasted due to the economy and public pressure.  The current developer, Channel 
Islands Harbor Properties (CIHP), began working with the County in 2014.  They 
offered a conceptual design involving the redevelopment of the retail center and 
the inclusion of apartments.  The Harbor Department and CIHP held numerous 
meetings with the public and County officials, and settled on a redevelopment of 
the retail center and the construction of 390 market-rate apartments. 
These proposed plans were discussed at the staff level with the City of Oxnard, 
and at that time (2015 and early 2016), the City staff was supportive of the project. 
This project did not go through the City’s Planning process, because under State 
law the specific project does not go to the City but instead goes to the State 
Coastal Commission.  Per State Law, however, the County and City, were required 
to change their planning documents to allow for apartments at the site.  This did 
not seem as if it would be an issue with the City because in 2011 the City had 
adopted a 2030 General Plan which recommended apartments at the Fisherman’s 
Wharf site. 

https://channelislandsharbor.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d45ad2148e67aebf82a1186b1&id=3c827966b1&e=3598c990e0


 
In late 2016, the City took the stance that it wanted the project to be approved by 
the City - and the conflict ensued.  For nearly two years, the City and County 
debated as to each other’s rights with regards to approving the specific 
project.  The Coastal Commission and Coastal Commission staff directed that the 
County go through the City’s process before it could present the project to the 
Coastal Commission, and in early 2018, the County requested the City to change 
its coastal development plan to allow the project to be taken to the Coastal 
Commission.  In November 2019, the Oxnard City Council denied that request. 
It is important to note that the City did not deny the request because of the 
apartments, as it would conflict with its own 2030 General Plan adopted in 2011, 
nor did the City object to the 55-foot height because it had recently approved a 55-
foot height for the Hyatt Hotel in the Harbor.  The City’s denial related to parking, 
commercial fishing, public access, recreational docks and bike paths, despite the 
fact that the County had provided detailed information as to how these would be 
handled with the project, and testified as such at the hearing, but the City Council 
still denied the request.  In the City Council hearing, most of the Councilmembers 
stated they wanted to maintain control of the development in the Harbor. 
Current Status 
The County has filed an appeal with the Coastal Commission to allow for submittal 
of the project to the Coastal Commission, overriding the City’s denial to amend its 
development plan - despite the fact that the City recommended apartments in its 
own 2030 General Plan.  This appeal action is allowed by State law because the 
State recognized in the Coastal Act that a City may work to stop a development 
which is good for the entire region, which is what happened with Fisherman’s 
Wharf. 
Since the City denial in November last year, the development team has voiced a 
desire to find a collaborative path forward with the City, County and other 
stakeholders, and has recently met with representatives of the opposition group, 
Harbor and Beach Community Alliance, to that end, but to date the City has not 
agreed to a meeting.  We will keep trying to convince the City that a joint meeting 
and the development of an inclusionary process is in the best interests of everyone 
involved, and hopefully find a path forward which will avoid the Coastal 
Commission appeal process. 
As always, live every day to the fullest. 
Mark Sandoval, Harbor Director 
Ventura County Harbor Department 



 
Get together with a few VSC members and extended friends / family 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

www.venturasailingclub.org 

                                     ………. And a big thanks to all our sponsors 
 

Victoria Pub and Grill 
Island Packers  

 
 

VSC Newsletter contributions…. 
 

.  Please email to Paula@intelligentwt.com. 

Membership & Sponsorship 
 
…….and don’t forget to pass along the Membership and Sponsorship information to all 
your friends, family, acquaintances, business partners and anyone you pass on the street 

 

http://www.venturasailingclub.org/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com


 
 
 
Smuggler’s Bash 
April 18-19, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Frenchy’s Rum Run 
June 20, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prison Break 
August 29-30, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wild Turkey Classic Plastic 
November 28, 2020

 
 
 
 
 
See you on the water



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Club Location: 

 
1413 S. Victoria Ave # F 
Ventura, CA  93003 
805-650-0060 

 
www.venturasailingclub.org 

Meetings: 
 

Second Tuesday of every month 
6:30 PM…or approximately thereafter…or 
sometime after everyone finishes dinner 

 

Newsletter Sponsorships: 

Business card sized advertisements 
$20 for 3 months or $70 per year 

 

 

 
Submit Contributions to: 
Paula Sharpe ……… Paula@intelligentwt.com 

Deadline for contributions…The Ides of each month 

We need content from you, the members, along with suggestions you may have for articles. 

http://www.venturasailingclub.org/
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com
mailto:Paula@intelligentwt.com
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