August 2020

Welcome to the August 2020 newsletter of
our water sports and recreation club. This
publication is issued when we have content,
but approximately every two months.

The content is, as always, dependent on
contributions from you, the members. We
welcome all submissions.

Officers:

Will Yount
Richard Sharpe
Mike Taylor
Norbert Hirsch
Mike Holbert
Alicia Stratton
Bob Martinez
Guy Skinner
Mike Adams
Paula Sharpe

Commodore
Vice Commodore
Cruising Director
Web Master
Port Captain
Fleet Captain
Multi Hull Fleet Captain
Communications Officer
Sergeant at Arms
Secretary

Content:
Vice-Commodore’s Corner……………….…….…………....................................Richard Sharpe
Race Report – Tri-Point / Beach Cat Ocean Series............................................Richard Sharpe
Videos and some photos......................................................................Will Yount
From the Sea.........................................................................................................Alecia Stratton
Call for Assistance.......................................................................................................Chris Hall

By Richard Sharpe
Yes, fellow members, Ventura Sailing Club is still here – still active on the water. It’s been a challenging time
for all of us, but your club has stayed together and hopefully we will be able to meet in person soon.
August 29th and 30th is the world famous (well OK, the Southern California famous) annual Prison Break cruise
and race. The notice of race is included in this issue of Splash. It’s a great weekend on the water and we look
forward to hearing from you. Please contact Will Yount if you are planning to join in.

August 15th was another great day on the water, as
PBYC hosted the Tri-Point race, which includes the last
of the three VSC Ocean Multihull Series for beach cats.
The race report is included in this issue. Check out the
VSC web site for videos of the race. Your Ventura
Sailing Club Safety Team was on the water again,
helping shepherd the Beach Cats.
Your club is fortunate that we do not have to pay rent
for a club house. Therefore, we do not have that
drain on our finances. So as soon as we are able,
we will start our meetings again.
And don’t forget the Wild Turkey Classic Plastic coming up in November.
More on that in a later issue of Splash.
We’ll see you on the water soon!

by Richard Sharpe

PBYC Tri-Point – VSC Ocean Multihull Series August 15th, 2020

A well-attended start line saw 22 boats jockeying for position at 11:00 AM.

There was an 8-10 knot breeze to start and all went merrily on their way
to the first mark of the 34 nm course, oil platform Gina.

First to arrive was Blue Flash, with VSC members Mark Coleman, Stephanie York, and others on
board, who hung around for many minutes, getting their top down furler to, well, to top down.

This gave the rest of the fleet a
chance to catch up, including our sixboat beach cat fleet.

See the VSC web site for video of
Blue Flash with several VSC
members.

As always, the Tripoint turned out to be three races in one.

To the island in great sailing weather, around
the back of Anacapa with no wind, then 20 knots of wind, then no wind. This was followed by a 14
nm fun ride with a great reaching wind.

Our beach cats had a challenging back side of the island with those going out, losing out to those who
clung to the cliffs.

In the Beach Cat class, Tom Sinnickson
corrected out first by less than a minute
over Hall Stratton with Lance Inoue
third.

Brian Stanton on his No Regrets came
in second in the six boat Orca Class.

Pride of place goes to Scott Erwin on 2020 Vision who broke a dagger board that started to allow water
into his port sponson*****. Luckily, they were skilled enough to keep the boat on port tack, raising
the hull enough to stop the cat from capsizing. Will Yount in Safety Two, stood by them all the way
home. See the VSC web site for video of 2020 Vision coming into Ventura Harbor.

*****This would be a great quiz question!

The 2020 Vision damage revealed.

A great day on the water.
Your Ventura Sailing Club is still actively on the water most weekends.
Hope to see you all in person soon.

NOTICE OF RACE
16th Annual Prison Break – August 29th & 30th, 2020
Hosted by Ventura Sailing Club

As described in our mission statement, a primary goal of the Ventura Sailing Club is to introduce and
encourage people to take advantage of our great resources: the Santa Barbara Channel and the Channel
Islands National Park. We hope to achieve this by increasing participation in sailing by hosting racing, cruising,
and social events.

The “Prison Break” combines all these elements by providing the opportunity to cruise the
Santa Barbara Channel, hike and explore Santa Cruz Island, and race back to the mainland in a fun
and casual group setting. This event also provides contestants the opportunity to practice some “premodern” seamanship skills while “breaking out” of Prisoner’s Harbor….
The plan is to do a “LeMans Start” from the anchorage at Prisoner’s Harbor on Santa Cruz Island.
Competitors will have to wait for the horn to begin hosting sails and weighing anchors. The race will
be to the Mandalay Buoy. If there is no wind to “break out” of Prisoner’s, competitors can row, kedgepole, or tow (any method NOT using a motor of any kind!) their boats out of the harbor until there is
enough wind to make sail. Competitors will congregate in Prisoner’s Harbor on Saturday the 9th to
begin the pre-race festivities.
THE ENTRY: The race is open to all racers, whether they are members of a yacht club or not. The entry
fee is waived for non-Ventura Sailing Club members and for VSC members. Entries will be completed
and emailed to Will Yount (see email address below. The traditional Captains meeting will in digital
form only. Any changes to these sailing instructions will be issued at 6 pm local time, on channel 68.
THE COURSE: Competing boats will start from the spot on which they chose to anchor for the previous
night, anywhere within Prisoner’s Harbor inshore of a line extending from the end of the pier west to
the point marking the north western extent of the Harbor. We will race back to a finish at the Mandalay
Buoy, where competitors will take their own finish times using GPS time. All classes will start at the
same time. There will be no other marks.
THE RULES: The race will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing. The Sailing
Instructions will be passed out and finalized at the Captains’ Meeting.
THE CLASSES: PHRF-handicapped spinnaker, non-spinnaker, and Orca as necessary.
HARDWARE FOR THE MANTLE: Trophies/prizes will be awarded to the 1st, and 2nd place boats in each
class, depending on class size.
Contact Will Yount, 805-205-0999, wjyount@yahoo.com or visit

www.venturasailingclub.org

This just in from Alicia Stratton, our Fleet Captain:

We’ve been seeing humpback whales on a fairly regular basis

and many sightings of large Mola Molas (also known as Ocean Sunfish, have been happening midchannel;

and the pier at Scorpion is now scheduled to be completed in January

Island Packers has been taking people to Painted Cave, Santa Rosa and they have a new trip where
they take people to Prisoners on Santa Cruz for a few hours then over to Anacapa for a couple of
hours. The boats are operating at 40% capacity to comply with Covid 19 regulations and masks are
required on the boats.

I am emailing you as I came across your email address on the Ventura Sailing Club’s web site and I wasn’t sure
who exactly to contact about what I have.
My father recently passed away and I am now in possession of, what he always told me, were a high-end set of
sails that he used on his old catamaran. The boat is now gone but I still have his sails and would love to sell
them to someone who could put them to good use. Attached is a picture of the boat the sails are for.
The reality is, I don’t even know what I have and wanted to see if someone at the sailing club would want to
take a look at them with me to help assess what I have, what the value may be, and to put out the word that
they are for sale CHEAP. I live in Ventura so I could easily meet someone local.
Any help you may be able to offer or direction to walk with this would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for
your time.
Chris Hall

chris@catalystventura.com

805-218-7341

………. And a big thanks to our sponsor
Victoria Pub and Grill

VSC Newsletter contributions….
. Please email to Paula@intelligentwt.com.
Membership & Sponsorship
…….and don’t forget to pass along the Membership and Sponsorship information to all
your friends, family, acquaintances, business partners and anyone you pass on the street

Prison Break
August 29-30, 2020

Wild Turkey Classic Plastic
November 28, 2020

See you on the water

Submit Contributions to:
Paula Sharpe ……… Paula@intelligentwt.com
Deadline for contributions…The Ides of each month
We need content from you, the members, along with suggestions you may have for articles.

Club Location:

Meetings:
Second Tuesday of every month
6:30 PM…or approximately thereafter…or
sometime after everyone finishes dinner
Suspended temporarily
Newsletter Sponsorships:

1413 S. Victoria Ave # F
Ventura, CA 93003
805-650-0060
www.venturasailingclub.org

Business card sized advertisements
$20 for 3 months or $70 per year

